Phoenix Hopes

By: Raima S.
(Omniscient)

Willow was very different from the rest of her family. For example, she was marine
obsessed! She loved animals and wanted to be a vet at an aquarium or marine rescue center.
Her family was........ , well let’s just say they were very practical. Willow’s mom was very
organized and super smart. She was a graduate from Harvard Law School where she’d met
Willow’s father, a very successful and also super smart lawyer. Ever since she was little Willow’s
mom supported her dreams all the way, but Willow’s father thought her dreams were silly. “Why
waste time with a silly dream, you are never going to be a vet!” he had told Willow. Willow also
had a brother, Josh who fully disagreed with Willow’s father about having big dreams and he
thought that he and his sister could do anything. He was certainly taking his dream of being an
author seriously, ruling his whole entire middle school on his way there. Willow was especially
obsessed with her favorite animal, sea lions. At almost eleven she learned everything she could
about sea lions. Like, how they are very skilled divers, can stay underwater for forty minutes
maximum, and how their life span is twenty to thirty years. Although sea lions were carnivores,
Willow became vegetarian and her mother tried as much as possible to accommodate that.
Then one day something very special happened.

Willow was walking home from school when she saw
it. There was a little lake with an island in it right
outside of Willow’s community. Willow thought she
saw something but then ended up thinking her mind
and eyes were playing tricks on her. But as she went
closer she started to believe herself. She knew it!
There was a sea lion on the mini island!!!!! “Wow
this is news!” she thought. Willow called her mom to
come over and see for herself. “Honey, this is
huge! But, there might be something wrong with the
sea lion so we should call someone” Willow’s mom
told her. “Maybe the aquarium people can come help,” Willow’s mom (Mrs.Brody)
told Willow.  “Sure,” Willow replied. So Willow’s mom called the
aquarium to help Willow’s discovery. A couple minutes later a huge
truck came to take the sea lion away to get checked out. They
came out with a huge crew and a stretcher. They plunged into the
murky water to swim towards the sea
lion. The sea lion squealed a sea lion
squeal. Willow jumped back in
surprise. Willow thought it was weird
that the sea lion didn’t swim away but
she just watched nervously. “I’'m going to name her Phoenix




because Phoenix birds are very red and she has a little bit of red marks on his belly,” Willow told
her mother.  “ 1 think that is a wonderful and an astounding idea,” Mrs.Brody replied. So from
then on the Sea Lion was now Phoenix!

“Well actually Phoenix is a male sea lion, also it is really uncommon to find sea lions
here. They are originally found in the Pacific Ocean and definitely not here,” the marine biologist
next to Willow said. “Fascinating,” Mrs.Brody told the biologist. Finally the people in
the water with Phoenix got out of the water and loaded Phoenix into the truck. Willow was sad to
see Phoenix go. Mrs.Brody drove Willow to the aquarium where Phoenix would get checked
out. There Willow met a girl her age named Hannah in the same room where Phoenix was.
Hannah was a nice girl who like Willow loved marine life maybe not as much as Willow but still.
She was also the daughter of a rescuer so she knew all about the aquarium and all of its
animals. While Willow was busy exploring with Hannah Mrs.Brody was calling her husband
(Willow’s father a.k.a Mr.Brody) to tell him all about the little adventure they had. He was so
impressed that he said, “Maybe this should be our little girl’'s dream she sure is good at it.
I’'m starting to believe if she has this dream it might be good for her!” This made Mrs.Brody
really happy she started yelling, “I told you so! *’I told you so!” right there in the aquarium!!!

A couple days later, the people in the aquarium were done taking care of Phoenix.

“He is in perfect shape just lost and lonely.” the head biologist told the Willow. “Good thing
you found him sooner or he might have gotten sick. Now, all we need to do is find his family,”

she wenton. “I'm glad | could help,” Willow said shyly.  “I hope we find his family.”  “We
will,” said the biologist firmly. “Would you like to help us?” she asked. “Oh by the way, my
name is Dr. Antonio but call me Alex.” “Sure | would love to help Dr. An... oh, sorry Alex,”

Willow replied.
The next morning Alex, Willow, Hannah, Josh (Willow’s
brother), Mrs. Brody, Mr. Brody, and five workers from the aquarium
set out. They filled up two whole entire boats and began to explore.
One boat with Alex, Willow, Hannah, and two aquarium workers went
to explore the lake where they found Phoenix. While another boat
with Josh, Mr and Mrs. Brody, and the rest of the aquarium workers
searched the nearby bay. Each boat had life jackets and walkie
talkies. They explored and searched. “I see something!!! It looks like
a swimming sea lion!!!” called Josh. There ended up being a whole
raft (group of sea lions in the water) there. They sent a message over
the walkie talkies to the other boat who hurried threw the canal to get
to the bay where the other boat was. “Okay, | planned for this.
| have a team of people in a boat with Phoenix right now. They will race over, Phoenix will
recognize the group of sea lions if he knows them
he will paddle his arms and squeal. Okay? | want
Hannah, Willow, and all of the aquarium workers to
stay here and distract the sea lions. Mr.Brody and
Josh be ready to help take out Phoenix. Mrs. Brody
please help me navigate where we are. Thank you
team!!! Get to work,” Alex told them all. A couple




minutes later Mr. Brody and Josh were using all their might to help Phoenix into the water.
Willow was trying to help Hannah carefully back up from the sea lions. “He’s out!” screamed
Josh. “Okay team!!! Nice job, watch very carefully,” Alex told them. Phoenix was slowly making
his way to the other sea lions. He paddled up to three particular sea lions and started paddling

all love you!” hollered a delighted Willow acting like she just won the lottery!!! Willow was sad to
see Phoenix go, but she was very happy he was with his family again. She knew he was home,
for home is wherever your family is.

Some time later back at the aquarium......

“Hey Willow | was wondering if you would like a spot as a junior researcher on Sea Lions
here at the aquarium. You would learn tons about sea lions and it would be a good experience if
you wanted a marine related job when your older,” Alex told Willow.“Ummm, yes please!!!”
shrieked Willow. She was finally following her dream, but boy did she know her dream was
really just beginning.



Phoenix Hope’s

By: Raima S.
(Limited Omniscient)

| am very different from the rest of my family. For example, | am marine obsessed! | love
animals and want to be a vet at an aquarium or marine rescue center. My family is ........ , well
lets just say they are very practical. My mom is very organized and super smart. She was a
graduate from Harvard Law School where she met my father, a very successful and also super
smart, lawyer. Ever since | was little my mom supported me and my dreams all the way, but my
father thought my dreams were silly. “Why waste time with a silly dream you are never going to
be a vet.” | also had a brother, Josh who fully disagreed with my father about having big dreams
and thought that he and | could do anything. He was certainly taking his dream of being an
author seriously, ruling his whole entire middle school on the way. | was especially obsessed
with my favorite animal, Sea Lions. At almost eleven I'd learned everything | could about Sea
Lions. Like, how they are very skilled divers, can stay underwater for forty minutes maximum,
and how their life span is twenty to thirty years. Although Sea Lions are Carnivores | became a
vegetarian and my mother tries as much as possible to accommodate that. Then one day
something very special happened to me.
| was walking home from school when | saw it. There
was a little lake with an island in it right outside of my
community. | thought | saw something but then ended
up thinking my mind and eyes were playing tricks on
me. But as | got closer | started to believe myself. |

“Wow this is news!” | thought. | called my mom to
come over and see for herself. “Honey, this is
huge! But, there might be something wrong with the
Sea Lion so we should call someone,” My mom told
me. “Maybe the aquarium people can
come help,” My mom (Mrs.Brody) told me. “Sure,” | replied. So my mom called the aquarium
people to help my discovery. A couple minutes later a huge truck
came to take the Sea Lion away to
get checked out. They came out
with a huge crew and a stretcher.
They plunged into the murky water
to swim towards the Sea Lion. The
Sea Lion squealed a Sea Lion
squeal. | jumped back in surprise. |




thought it was weird that the Sea Lion didn’t swim away but | just watched nervously. “'m
going to name her Phoenix because Phoenix birds are very red and she has a little bit of red
marks on his belly,” | told my mother. “I think that is a wonderful and an astounding
idea,” Mom replied. So from then on the Sea Lion was now Phoenix!

“Well actually Phoenix is a male Sea Lion, also it is really uncommon to find sea lions
here. They are originally found in the Pacific Ocean and definitely not here,” the marine biologist
next to me said.“Fascinating,” Mom told the biologist. Finally the people in the water with
Phoenix got out of the water and loaded Phoenix into the truck. | was sad to see Phoenix go.
Mom drove me to the aquarium where Phoenix would get checked out. There | met a girl her
age named Hannah in the same room where Phoenix was. Hannah was a nice girl who like me
loved marine life maybe not as much as me but still. She was also the daughter of a rescuer so
she knew all about the aquarium and all of its animals. For a while | explored with Hannah.

A couple days later, the people in the aquarium were done taking care of Phoenix.

“He is in perfect shape just lost and lonely.” the head biologist told the head biologist told me.
“Good thing you found him sooner or he might have gotten sick. Now, all we need to do is find

his family,” she went on. “'m glad | could help,” | said shyly. “l hope we find his family.”
“We will,” said the biologist firmly.  “Would you like to help us?” she asked. “Oh by the
way, my name is Dr. Antonio but call me Alex.” “Sure | would love to help Dr. An... oh, sorry

Alex,” | replied.

The next morning Alex, me, Hannah, Josh , Mom, Dad, and five workers from the
aquarium set out. They filled up two whole entire boats and began to explore. One boat with
Alex, me, Hannah, and two aquarium workers went to explore the lake where they found
Phoenix. While another boat with Josh, Mom and Dad, and the rest of the aquarium workers
searched the nearby bay. Each boat had life jackets and walkie talkies. We explored and
searched. We got a call from mom, that Josh spotted a raft of Sea Lions. We hurried through
the canal to get to the bay where the other boat was. “Okay, | planned for this. | have a
team of people in a boat with Phoenix right now. They will race over, Phoenix will recognize the
group of Sea Lions if he knows them he will paddle his arms and squeal. Okay? | want Hannah,
Willow, and all of the aquarium workers to stay here and distract the sea lions. Mr.Brody and
Josh be ready to help take out Phoenix. Mrs. Brody please help me navigate where we are.
Thank you team!!! Get to work,” Alex told us. A couple minutes later dad and Josh were using
all their might to help Phoenix into the water. | was trying to help Hannah carefully back up from
the Sea Lions. “He’s out!” screamed Josh. “Okay team!!! Nice job, watch very carefully,” Alex
told them. Phoenix was slowly making his way to the other sea lions. He paddled up to three
particular Sea Lions and started paddling his arms and squealing. It was his family!!! “Yes!”

Phoenix, Phoenix, Phoenix! Whoop Whoop! We all love you!” | hollered, delighted acting like |

just won the lottery!!! | was sad to see Phoenix go, but he was very happy since he was with his
family again. | knew he was home, for home is wherever your family is.

Some time later back at the aquarium......



“Hey Willow | was wondering if you would like a spot as a junior researcher on Sea Lions
here at the aquarium. You would learn tons on Sea Lions and it would look good if you wanted a
marine related job when your older,” said Alex. “Ummm, yes please!!!” | shrieked. | was finally
following my dream, but boy did | know my dream was just beginning.



